KEATS HOUSE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Friday, 15 July 2022

Minutes of the meeting of the Keats House Consultative Committee held at Keats
House on Friday, 15 July 2022 at 2.30 pm

Present

Members:

Wendy Hyde (Chair) John Foley
Stephen Ainger Frances Leach
Steven Bobasch Jason Groves

In Attendance

Officers:

Stefania Horne
Paul Vick

Ben Dunleavy Town Clerk's Department
Environment Department

Paul Vick Architects (external)

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from John Griffiths.

MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN

RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were none.

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2021 were agreed as a correct
record.

UPDATE REPORT FOR KEATS HOUSE CHARITY, 2021/22 AND PLANS
FOR 2022/23
Members received a report of the Executive Director, Environment, providing
an update on Keats House for 2021/22 and 2022/23 and providing the
proposals for the front boundary of 10 Keats Grove.

Paul Vick of Paul Vick Architects, the firm working on the proposals for the front
boundary of 10 Keats Grove, was in attendance and provided Members with a
presentation on the proposals.

A Member raised the recent news that Keats had been removed from the

national curriculum, and asked what impact this might have on rebuilding
audiences for Keats House. Officers replied that Keats House retained
substantial opportunities to develop audiences through working with schools.



In response to a question from a Member, Officers confirmed that while Keats
House did not have a dedicated social media officer, the Principal Curator
oversaw a team effort in developing the social media output and worked closely
with the City of London Corporation comms team. The Member suggested that
officers look at collaborating with content creators on platforms such as TikTok
to reach a wider and more diverse audience.

A Member asked what the impact of proposed work on the front boundary of 10
Keats Grove would be on the biodiversity of the garden. Officers replied that the
City Corporation has a dedicated team to manage gardens and biodiversity,
who would be involved to ensure the correct protections are being made.

A Member asked if there was a target period to return to pre-pandemic
opening times. Officers said that there was still uncertainty in the sector around
audience responses to the coronavirus situation, and to what the situation
might be in autumn and winter. They said that the leisure industry is predicting
that it will take two-to-three years for the sector to recover. Keats House was
also carrying staff vacancies which restricted what it could do in terms of
opening hours. The Chair requested that the Committee be kept updated on
opening hours.

A Member said that the Principal Curator had been heroic in his efforts at
keeping Keats House functioning.

5. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
A Member, representing Keats Community Library, provided Members with an
update on the activities of the Library.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT
There was no other business.

7. DATE AND LOCATION OF THE NEXT MEETING
Members noted that the next meeting would take place on Friday 28 October.

The meeting ended at 4.07 pm

Chairman

Contact Officer: Ben Dunleavy
ben.dunleavy@cityoflondon.gov.uk



